[Value of deliberate normovolemic hemodilution associated with a capillary vasoconstrictor, ornipressin, in surgery of the spine].
This study of sixty-seven children divided in two groups compared the blood loss and the amount of blood transfused during and after the operation. The operations were carried out without haemodilution nor the local injection of vasoconstrictor (twenty-four patients) and following haemodilution and the local injection of vasoconstrictor (forty-three patients). The blood loss during operation was 344 +/- 455 ml per vertebra in the first group, and 151 +/- 54 ml in the second. The blood loss in the post operative period did not seem to be modified by haemodilution, as the level of hemoglobulin was virtually the same in the two groups eleven days after the operation. A mean of seven units of blood were transfused to the first group, whilst only three in the second group. In the post-operative period, both groups received a mean of one unit each. Associating haemodilution and a vasoconstrictor, ornipressin, reduced very significantly the need for homologous blood.